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The United States and Israel will expand
their collaborative efforts to develop
new technologies and systems designed
to deal with ballistic missiles.

The two leaders will establish a Strategic
Policy Planning Group (SPPG), com-
posed of senior representatives of the
relevant national security entities of
both countries. It will be tasked to de-
velop and submit recommendations on
measures to bolster Israel’s indigenous
defense and deterrent capabilities, as
well as the bilateral cooperation to meet
the strategic threats Israel faces. The
SPPG will also consider ways to mini-
mize risks and costs, to enhance Israel’s
security, and address its other needs re-
lated to national security which arise in
the context of steps Israel might take
to achieve a comprehensive peace. The
SPPG will report to the President and
the Prime Minister at four month inter-
vals. The two leaders agreed to meet in
joint session at regular intervals.

Another area of mutual concern that was
discussed between the two leaders was the
growing threat of WMD terrorism. This was
acknowledged to be an area in which both
countries stood much to gain from each oth-
ers knowledge and experience. In order to
enhance their capability to deal effectively
with this threat, it was agreed to sign a new
MOU between their respective national se-
curity institutions. It would facilitate broad
cooperation between the various government
agencies in both countries in all areas associ-
ated with preparing and responding to WMD
terrorism.

One specific area of economic cooperation
discussed between the two leaders pertains
to water resources. They have noted the
growing scarcity of water in the Middle East,
and also recognized the potential inherent in
bilateral, as well as regional, cooperation to
turn water from a potential source of conflict
into a force of regional stability and prosper-
ity in the region. Toward that end, the United
States has pledged to work with Israel, both
bilaterally and with other regional partners
and their private sectors, to promote the de-
velopment of new and additional sources of
water, including desalination, and to examine

ways to transfer water to arid lands, and to
manage existing water resources more effi-
ciently. A joint task force will explore specific
measures that could be carried out in this
domain, and will submit its recommenda-
tions to President Clinton and Prime Min-
ister Barak by the end of 1999.

The President and the Prime Minister
have also agreed that promoting tourism to
Israel and the entire region presents a unique
opportunity to promote cooperation and
spread economic benefits to the peoples of
the Middle East. Both sides agreed to ex-
plore specific steps to develop this unique
potential together, and with other interested
regional partners and their private sectors,
beginning the fall of 1999.

Finally, President Clinton and Prime Min-
ister Barak agreed that scientific cooperation
between Israel and the United States will
benefit the peoples of both countries, as they
enter the 21st century. In this context, they
agreed to enhance cooperation in the peace-
ful uses of space. A joint working group of
NASA and the Israel Space Agency (ISA) will
be established to develop new areas of joint
cooperation, including educational activities,
scientific research and the development of
practical applications in the peaceful use of
space for the benefit of people around the
world. The President also informed the
Prime Minister that an Israeli astronaut and
payload of Israeli experiments would fly on
a shuttle mission in the year 2000.

Upon concluding the Prime Minister’s
visit, the two leaders expressed their shared
conviction that these meetings have laid the
foundations for a vigorous effort to bring an
end to the Arab-Israeli conflict, as well as
for even closer American-Israeli ties based
on the U.S. ironclad commitment to Israel’s
security. The two leaders called upon the
other leaders of the region to lend their sup-
port to this effort to bring comprehensive
peace, security, and prosperity to the peoples
of the Middle East.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.



1415Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / July 19

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Emigration
Policies and Trade Status of Albania
July 19, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
I am submitting an updated report to the

Congress concerning the emigration laws and
policies of Albania. The report indicates con-
tinued Albanian compliance with U.S. and
international standards in the area of emigra-
tion. In fact, Albania has imposed no emigra-
tion restrictions, including exit visa require-
ments, on its population since 1991.

On December 5, 1997, I determined and
reported to the Congress that Albania is not
in violation of the freedom-of-emigration cri-
teria in sections 402 and 409 of the Trade
Act of 1974. That action allowed for the con-
tinuation of normal trade relations status for
Albania and certain other activities without
the requirement of an annual waiver. This
semiannual report is submitted as required
by law pursuant to the determination of De-
cember 5, 1997.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 19, 1999.

Message to the Congress Reporting
on the National Emergency With
Respect to Libya
July 19, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby report to the Congress on the

developments since my last report of Decem-
ber 30, 1998, concerning the national emer-
gency with respect to Libya that was declared
in Executive Order 12543 of January 7, 1986.
This report is submitted pursuant to section
401(c) of the National Emergencies Act, 50
U.S.C. 1641(c); section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); and section
505(c) of the International Security and De-
velopment Cooperation Act of 1985, 22
U.S.C. 2349aa–9(c).

1. On December 30, 1998, I renewed for
another year the national emergency with re-
spect to Libya pursuant to IEEPA. This re-

newal extended the current comprehensive
financial and trade embargo against Libya in
effect since 1986. Under these sanctions, vir-
tually all trade with Libya is prohibited, and
all assets owned or controlled by the Govern-
ment of Libya in the United States or in the
possession or control of U.S. persons are
blocked.

2. On April 28, 1999, I announced that
the United States will exempt commercial
sales of agricultural commodities and prod-
ucts, medicine, and medical equipment from
future unilateral sanctions regimes. In addi-
tion, my Administration will extend this pol-
icy to existing sanctions programs by modify-
ing licensing policies for currently embar-
goed countries to permit case-by-case review
of specific proposals for commercial sales of
these items. Certain restrictions apply.

The Office of Foreign Assets Control
(OFAC) of the Department of the Treasury
is currently drafting amendments to the Lib-
yan Sanctions Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part
550 (the Regulations), to implement this ini-
tiative. The amended Regulations will pro-
vide for the licensing of sales of agricultural
commodities and products, medicine, and
medical supplies to nongovernmental entities
in Libya or to government procurement
agencies and parastatals not affiliated with
the coercive organs of that country. The
amended Regulations will also provide for
the licensing of all transactions necessary and
incident to licensed sales transactions, such
as insurance and shipping arrangements. Fi-
nancing for the licensed sales transactions
will be permitted in the manner described
in the amended Regulations.

3. During the reporting period, OFAC re-
viewed numerous applications for licenses to
authorize transactions under the Regulations.
Consistent with OFAC’s ongoing scrutiny of
banking transactions, the largest category of
license approvals (20) involved types of finan-
cial transactions that are consistent with U.S.
policy. Most of theses licenses authorized
personal remittances not involving Libya be-
tween persons who are not blocked parties
to flow through Libyan banks located outside
Libya. Three licenses were issued authoriz-
ing certain travel-related transactions. One li-
cense was issued to a U.S. firm to allow it
to protect its intellectual property rights


